PARLIAMENT AGAIN
that of Hampden that most people to-day know little
of the latter beyond the fact that he was in some
way associated with Ship-money.    His death before
he had an opportunity to take the part for which he
was so conspicuously fitted in the great events of
which he was  one  of the  principal  sources,  has,
further, resulted in his taking far less than his due
prominence in the annals of the time.    The personal
records of him are few, and of these by far the most
notable is the passage in Clarendon's History of the
Rebellion, by which he is chiefly known to the few
people for whom he is more than the shadow of a
Ship-money   case.    Edward   Hyde,   who   did   not
become Earl of Clarendon until 1661, was born in
1609, and so was Hampden's junior by fifteen years.
The intensity of his later royalism was not indicated
by his early public career.    As late as 1640, he was
still so far associated with the Parliamentary party
as to be one of the managers of Strafford's impeach-
ment.    As a young man he had, therefore, ample
opportunity for forming an estimate of Hampden's
character,   and   his   late   devotion   to   the   Stuarts
necessarily made the great Puritan leader an object of
anything but his flattery.    Clarendon was not dis-
tinguished for gentle dealing with his antagonists, and
anything that he says in favour of one whom his own
party had so much reason to traduce must be taken
rather at above than below its face value.    And it
is clear, while Clarendon is constrained to give a twist
to his conclusion by saying that Hampden3 s qualities
were such as to make him more dangerous in doing
mischief, that the character of which he was writing
was one that was irresistible to his own natural
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